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DANCE IN THE CAMP |
OF THE WHITE ANTS;

Only Woman Partners Lacking
in the Relief Trenches

at Verdun.

11 pvright,

BY HERBERT COREY.

IN FRANCE. April 30..This Is the

story of the camp of the Whit© Ants,

Tt is not my experience. T wish it had
been. It is the recital of on© of the

anonymous writers whose tales sometimesappear in the French press.
guarded from the possibility of unwise
revelation by the blank spaces that betraythe hand of the censor. He had
been able to visit one of the repose
camps before Verdun. In its shelter
the men waited their turn to go forwardinto the furnace, as he calls the

tiring line. The holes in which they
sleep, the narrow runways in which
they live, suggested a comparison. He

called them the White Ants.
"Behold the camp," said the officer

who guided him.
The neophyte in war could see no

i amp. Before him, as he peered
through a porthole, was a desolate
field. Its surface had been torn into
waves by the falling shells and coloredhere and there by the pale yellow
of the powder fumes. There were
torn carcasses of animals upon it, and
the trunks of shredded trees, and
many little crosses which told of
death.

It is well hidden." said the officer.
It is a triumph «»f boldness."
They pushed their way forward

through the trenches until they came
t" the great street" which led to
tli" "Place de la Concorde." The
t ivnchman lightens his way even in
war by a certain ironic humor. The
name of the pit toward which they
..ere making their way was repeated
«nh smiles by each of the guides
w ho took the party in hand. The
great street" was a deep trench,

tiiree meters wide. It was tilled with
jostling crowd of soldiers. Some

were making their way back from the
front line trenches for their "repose."
They were utterly weary. Most had
been without sleep for two days or
more. Their faces were lined under
their roughening beards, they, were
quite silent, they shouldered their
way forward toward the welcome rest
in complete disregard of those who
met them. It was not discourtesy
which sent them stumbling through
the chattering groups with no word
of apology. It was the indifference
of men whose senses had been dulled
by an enormous fatigue.
"Others seemed to make themselves

noisy," said the chronicler, referring
to the men off duty. "They talked
and stopped themselves in groups, and
smoked their pipes in common. The
men of the corvees carried their
steaming caldrons of soup along the
great street.' and shouted at the top
of their voices to those whp choked
the way." ^

Like a Jfeir. ^

Sometimes the earfti shook with the
explosion of mines or when shells fell
near the trench. On either side men

slept in burrows excavated in the
damp earth. At any moment a shell
might bring their shelter down upon
their heads, so that they would never

wake more until the judgment day. No
matter. They must sleep.
The visitors reached the Place de la

Poncorde. It was a great pit, in which
the men of the trenches gathered daily,
one of these days a German avion may
*i:ul it. and then the murderous shells
will begin dropping there with the intermittentcertainty that will kill the
greatest number of men. Now

"It is like the great fair at Veau
;«ire." said a Provencal.
Men were sleeping everywhere, on

the bare ground, in the holes that
had been rooted out of the sides, on

straw beds and beside them. near
the cooks' kettles, in the more comn«.di"uscaves that passed for offirej-y*quarters. Their heads rested
m their sacks or on little heaps of
soft earth They were wrapped in
their greatcoats. Two years ago these
\i»-re peaceful fathers of families, wno
feared a draught when the windows
were open, and slent in chairs of a

Suudav afternoon with handkerchiefs
draped over their congested features,
a.id "oddled their digestions with Utiletast* messes. Other men fell over
the great iumsv hoots that thrust
themselves pathetically up in the path
and they did not stir. They were too
*; ed.

It wai h^re that in the happy days
of peace that preceded the battle of
V»-flun the soldiers dar.ced. ? Nothing
had beer, lacking:, one pcllu said, wistfully,ex r-pt women to dance with.
T: mus' ians haa piped away tune-
fv!!y upon their brazen Instruments
ar.d the men had whirled In a thump-
Jr.sr waltz over the uneven ground
When the battle began they went on
op.r.cing -"so simply It began," as the
jv'.iu f.aicl.unti; the roar of the big
guns drowned the music of the horns.
They danced themselves away into
the boy.tux. carrying in their memoriesthe «ad'*;: e of the waltz. They
had been reluctant to give up their
dancing that cay. he recalled. Th°
i.ombai dmerit had not occurred to
thern as anything to worry over. They
were used to bombardments.

Before the Attack.
It was In the Place de la t'ormorde

that on bin return the chronicler found
a detachment making ready to go to
the front. The sleepers had been
awaker.eJ. Some gathered about the
**'-a!orifere" which some ingenious artisanhad made with steam pipes taken
from a wrecked faetory. as though to

r.oak !r> * supply of heat against the
. hill night t.» « ->me. The last rays ..f

nun were sla-nring oxer the sandbag
» iparts of *. Place *ie ^ t.'oncord**.
Pome men were talking loudly, reciting
i »- r "little histories, no matter what
a* «1 r.o matter to whom." Some were

O the ground writing a last
''i thos»- at home. These were

- .-I t i the men permanently stat.1 :n the repos carnp.
If v name is on tiie list." a hoy

»sT. a b a boy who should
r.t ><hoo!."you will warn

n. »:ber. Do rot forget. And
mi- \oa teii her gentl.v. v»-rv

;: r approached some of the
;i 1 m to hum little souks. Those

f.rt'i <ome from the countryside
gathered 5: groups to sing In under

the char, sons they had learned in
C(th«M "« nanted the refrainswhich spoke of love and evoked

'h^ mem«»r rs of the streets of Paris."
Vhey s«ren:e«! tnov«d by no particular
-< rre-.t "The sold'er." remarks the
commentator. "s^-enis to live as in ordliinr.vtimes, except with an added
gravity." Jt was merely that the hour
was approaching; slowly when they
must go forward to the front lines on
which the sheila were raining. They
were trying to occupy themselves.

T'nen cam* the summons and th*»
coiutrn shuffled slowly forward into
the .;a. v The songs ceased I
could only »>«>: r the scuffling of the
bteel-shod boots against the hard earth
of U»jitt/i
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5§§ THIS COUPON and : .
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this coupon and j Voile..Shadow Lace Voile. .Fine Tv

88 10c for Three Jap- : .

§5 anese Porch Seats, of : 36 and tO inches wide. Sale pt
Sg heavy rush straw; : ,§| round shape. .Fourth \ 50c Imported White Pique,|8 Floor.) <S) l.tB InrhfK Wlde.l

>..t* An importer's entire surplus lc
$1.25 Birdeye, i Genuine Heavy-woven Quality V
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^ . Ill e : Inch Drew Oinghama, in a 2

bC U16UI6 JOSp, large assortment of new styles :
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§§ THIS COUPON and one of the most practical mate- :
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Women's
; $1.9!

Worth $3.50 and
$4.00 Pair.

v Footwear, Brimful of Style and C
Sizes, Will Be Foun

concluded what wc believe to be the best p
3.500 pairs of Women's Low Shoes, comprising t
the country.bought way below usual wholesale

5all footwear, which is famous for beautiful, styli
a wonderful sale, because backed by immense assc

makes it all the more sensational is the fact that 1

es 3,500 pairs of Women's Fine Quality Low Shoes
:tal, Vici Kid, Suede, Velvet and Tan leathers. Cu
ns arranged on center tables, according to size, in the

White Waistings
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de, at, yd. ... X

N

r's surplus lots of these Handsome White
at a decided concession and tomorrow we

ime advantage.
desirable white weaves for sutnmei* waists
f styles, including.j ;
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itin Stripe Voile. .Check Voile. .Stripe Dash Seed j-!

!"«j: I ...kUa ma«a.;a|e
rill USD ai UIIIC, aitu UIIICI Iianuauiiiv. wimv niaikiiaia.

ice, 16c a yard.
25c 39c White Box-loom Crepe, 19c i

40-inch White Box-loom Crepe, with rrj>t of new shadow jacquard effects; pronounced Ifil
k'hite as one of the daintiest and most fashion- !"£m
uroy able white fabrics for summer frocks and jjjgelts. waists. Launders perfectly. £«]
It to

atfSl 50c Overcheck Skirtings, 29c
36-inch White Fancy Weave OverIQcheck skirtings, newest novelty for tal1VClored suits and skirts.

idth) I
<ifng 25e Cannon Cloth, 16c
zig- 36-inch White Cannon Cloth, a heavy
class linen-finish quality, for women's skirts,

boys' suits and children's wear.
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large size >

Stickeret Embroidered Banding It
and Edging, four to six yard j . lr
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and 19c values: piece >ul- :
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cotton every woman knows for its wearing quality. K<f-ntnishgrade for .summer garments. Umit.10 yards to «"i:

high gnulo laletsm.
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geable combinations. New models, with flaring ! C M D I I
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|j With prices O

you to buy now
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Ma£?|ne Toilet Paper Sock Garters |
§ Three Rolls JDQ5C |

8c Pair |
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(Notion Dept.) (S) I "(SiIftept.t

16-in. .Chiffon Taffetas 1
Regular $1.50 $1 AQ |
Quality at |
Extraordinary is really too mild a term to describe this bar- ^

in.every woman who knows the upward trend of the silk ^
irket will appreciate what a wonderful opportunity this offergof regular $1.50 quality Colored Chiffon Taffetas is at $1.09 ®

yard. ®

56 inches wide, extra heavy, soft tissue linish, firm-woven §S
lality, in a complete range of the choicest shades, including. «
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ack. F 1

40-INCH BOX-LOOM CREPE DE CHINE, an extra b
ieavy. firm-woven grade, guaranteed not to slip. In a full ^ | f fk ^
issortment of all wanted street and evening shade?:, also I I sJ
vhite and black. Regular $1.50 value

*

7 I
40-inch Black Satin Duch- 36-inch Black Japanese ||
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orth $1.50 yard.... valuei J
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: 1<>c for Men's Rink
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..., ,
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cr white fabrics from the best looms of Hats. 37c !
rtmcnt of styles, with neat colored embroid- j THIS corrox and ^
hite grounds.exclusive and artistic as any- : fo1 ,{0i,s . Sl"ES
t the regular price, which is 39c a yard. j e /^apes. ||includes;| suitable for boys ESSfe
d Voiles, with dainty embroidery designs. : from 2 to s years of ^
Crepe, with exquisite embroidered effects. : j><"~ Va>_|||
ripe Voiles, with small two-tone embroid- . . .. , .. ^

i; Boys 50c and 69c ||
Silks, 18c 59c Crepe de Chine, 37c I Suits, 35c j
rokio Silks, ,-repe de Chine. in I ,Z"tor'bov^'"'wish Hiterial with . ...

for Hons \\ dsn

cd thread. plain and embroidered Effects. : Suits, of thin, wash- §8
and dura- also handsome printed floral de- able fabrics; in Rus- KS.

iven Grade » -n i .. Z sian belted and SSS
»en gi«ioe. signs. A silk-and-cotton ma- : ...i,., pniiur fcS

t of street square sailor collar sss
also black terial having the exact appear- ||; styles: sizes 2»i to ^

ance of the all-silk crepe de : 7 years. 4S> ^
tilings, 29C! c^^alMh. favored spring | $ 5|pongeSuit- : * y

"

fave effects! 19c Printed Batiste, 12b^ci Rope Portieres, 98c ^
old rose, 40-inch Printed Batiste, tine THIS COT PON and $KS

ria. reseda, quality: white grounds with j OSc for Rope Por- ^
etc. Best neat figures, stripes and floral : tieres. plain and two- SSS

5.designs. toned colorings of ggg
red. green, brown ^

er Lot of Beautiful Novelty . I t"de°andTu: 1
SILK STOCKINGS 1. M

ctt. -J e? I 39c Caster Cups, ||
! pairaJ)l.Ur> i 15c set i

our special purchase of these Novelty Silk |j| r£Nll
n has just reached ua in time tor Monnay s i: rrV8talIized P 0 11 e<l ^
women who came too late to share the bar- ;r| <-]ass raster Cups: ssS

red a fortnight ago. > saves rugs and other ^Thread Silk Stockings and come in the newest : f1oor roVering« a< ^
novelties to match the sport coats and skirts : we. as h a r d Wood §|leeks and stripes. Richelieu ribbed; choice of : floors (S) §§
o two-tone effects. Regular $2.00 qualities to- §§

50c Bed Pillows, Iirchase of Sheets 1 THJL.nd I
rr i. I 29c for Bed Pillows,

oliecla,7 g~% : covered with heavy- ^
at SOr for I weight art ticking: §*

ai auc, ior ^ . fil)ed wjth steriIiZ)>d ^
if cottons rapidly on the rise, it will pay ? crushed feathers. <s> ^
tor future as well as immediate needs. \ c(» m.**:.... D ®
not be offered again. | 59c Matting Rugi, |
dozen Bleached Sheets, made of good serv- : »"£s>

rting cotton, 72x90 inches, with 3-inch hem = COUPON and $§!
, the center; hand torn and ironed. Regu- j letting0/ rev^slh" ^'c each. : carpet designs: ISO- §»
>s Bleached Sheets, full double bed size. w"rp praI?f: ,n *reen» ^

>-»». thn inlnripg i. »-*» so small thAv will not !"ed °r. blUt .r°loT" ^
bility in the least. They are made of j: ' 8 ze.* :.il-i.
ling: cotton, finished with deep hems, s ^ : nr »' 65C i| Women* Drawers, II
11 Pillow- 45x36 Bleached Pillow- j 15c|lj1 42x36; im- case*. perfect quality; lar^e i THIS COUPOM and H

ry slight; : 15c for pair of Worn- ;s§|luality pil- «ize, heav>. firm-woven . en's Muslin Drawers. |1|!h I I cotton. Worth 25c | / ]:| with deep hemstitch- §§1ffC^ach £ OC 1' flounce; all sizor


